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Kelli J. Armstrong  is the Associate Vice President for Institutional Research, Planning and 

Assessment at Boston College.  Prior to her role at BC, she worked as both a researcher and an 

enrollment manager in various higher education settings, including Associate Vice Chancellor 

for Enrollment Management at UMass Boston.  She also has held research positions at Tufts, 

the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education and the UMass system office.  Prior to these 

research roles, she was Assistant Dean of Admissions at Bates College and an account 

executive in a public relations firm.  Kelli received her B.A. from Bates College, an M.A. from 

the University of Virginia and a Ph.D. from Boston College.  

 

 

 

 

Rita Axford is the Assistant Dean in the School of Nursing at Regis University. She oversees 

school operations and assists the Dean with special projects.  She received her Bachelor’s and 

Master’s degrees from the University of California San Francisco and Ph.D. from the 

University of Washington. She has clinical expertise in critical care, global health, patient 

education and staff development, and nursing informatics.  She also has been a nursing 

instructor/professor/academic administrator in healthcare and academic settings in the U.S. and 

overseas.  Axford has taught acute care nursing, community health nursing, global health, 

informatics, health care issues, nursing research and evidence based practice, and leadership 

and management in health care. She has been at Regis for 14 years and loves working for a 

Jesuit institution of higher education because of the sense of community and visible 

commitment to Ignatian values. 

 

 

 

Matt Bassett is the Le Moyne College, Assistant Vice President & Director of Intercollegiate 

Athletics.  He is, just the third person to hold the Director of Athletics position at Le Moyne 

College, is entering his 4
th

 year as the head of one of the premier Division II athletic programs 

in the northeast. In his current role as Assistant Vice President and Director of Intercollegiate 

Athletics, Bassett oversees a program comprised of 17  teams and over 300 student-athletes. 

Bassett has developed a broad-based background in Division I, II and III athletics during his 

24-year career which including stints at Binghamton University, Quinnipiac University, 

Syracuse University and Green Mountain College. Currently, Bassett serves on the Northeast-

10 Conference Executive Committee as well as the Finance Committee. He is an active 

member of several intercollegiate athletic organizations such as NACDA, DII ADA, NAAD, 

NABC and was a recent graduate of the Sports Management Institute. A native of Clifton Park, 

N.Y., Bassett graduated from SUNY - Excelsior College in 1986 with a bachelor's degree in 

Sociology. He earned a master's degree in Physical Education from Syracuse University in 

1989 and a master's degree in Higher Education Administration from Albany in 1991. Bassett 

currently resides in Syracuse with his wife Tracy, and two children Taylor and Halie. 

 

 



 

 

Cindy Bauer  is the Vice President and General Counsel at Marquette University. Cindy is 

responsible for the handling and oversight of all legal matters relating to the university and has 

supervisory responsibility for Human Resources, Risk Management, Internal Audit and 

Environmental Health and Safety. She received her  B.A.  from Marquette University in 

Psychology in 1979 and her  J.D. from Marquette University in1983. 

 

 

 
Dr. Peter Bemski is the Chair of the MSinOL program at Regis University where he has been 

for the past 11 years. Peter has lived and worked in Brazil and has also worked for brief 

periods in China, Japan and Mexico. His background includes 20 years in ESL administration 

and he has worked with students from many countries. He recently facilitated a workshop at 

the 2010 national AOM conference on The Land of Make Believe, which encouraged 

participants to examine business theories through the lens of Greek mythology. 

He shares two children, 21 and 27 and one Bernese Mountain Dog with his wife of almost 30 

years. 

 

 

 

Richard Allen Beyer is ninth president of Wheeling Jesuit University in Wheeling, West 

Virginia.  He is a member of the board of trustees at American University, the Association of 

Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges, a member of the board of directors of the 

West Virginia Independent Colleges and Universities, and a trustee emeritus of his alma 

mater, Olivet College.  Beyer joined Wheeling after serving as corporate vice president and a 

member of the executive committee at Trimble Navigation Ltd., a leading provider of global 

positioning solutions for commercial markets, where he worked for eight years. 

Since 1994, he has applied lessons learned from senior executive leadership and higher 

education management to questions of financial modeling, board governance, and strategic 

planning.  Until moving to West Virginia in January 2011, Rick and his wife, Cindy, made 

their home in Reston Virginia along with their son, Christopher.  

 

 

 

Dr. Robert H. Bishop is the OPUS Dean of Engineering for the College of Engineering at 

Marquette University.  He held the Joe J. King Professorship in Engineering and served as 

Chair of the Department of Aerospace Engineering and Engineering Mechanics at the 

University of Texas at Austin.  Bishop earned his Ph.D. in electrical and computer engineering 

from Rice University.  He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and 

Astronautics and a Fellow of the American Astronautical Society. In addition to 10 years of 

experience in private industry, he has published more than 100 journal articles and conference 

proceedings, authored/co-authored four textbooks and edited five books. His research in 

systems and controls has drawn more than $6.5 million in grants from NASA, the U.S. Air 

Force, Lockheed Martin, National Instruments and numerous other agencies. 

 

 



 

 

Roby Blust is the Dean of Admissions and Enrollment Plaiing at Marquette University.   He 

received his B.A. from Brown University and his M.A. from St. Louis University. 

He is finishing his 14th year at Marquette.  Roby is responsible for managing the 
enrollments for all new, full time undergraduates.  He previously served as  the Director 
of Admissions at Loyola University Chicago, Regis University in Denver, and Edgewood 
College in Madison.  He also worked in admissions at St. Louis University.  His wife, Linda, 
is an Internist at the Medical College of Wisconsin, and their two daughters, Anne and 
Abby, are college graduates. 

 

 

 

John Burke  has been the Director of University Budgets at Boston since 2008.  In addition to 

his responsibilities for the Operating and Capital budgets at Boston College, John also 

oversees the long range financial plan for the university.  Prior to joining Boston College, John 

worked over 20 years in the health care industry, most recently for Partners HealthCare in 

Boston as Director of Cost and Operations Management.  John began his career working for 

Deloitte & Touché in Boston in their Health Care Group.  John is a 1984 graduate from the 

Carroll School of Management at Boston College, has an MBA from Suffolk University and is 

a Certified Public Accountant.  John and his wife Patti have two sons, Matthew 18 (entering 

BC fall of 2011) and Andrew 15 (sophomore at Boston College High School) 

 

 

 

Deborah Cady Melzer has beenthe Vice President for Student Development at Le Moyne 

College since 2010.  Prior to arriving at Le Moyne, Deb worked in a variety of student life 

positions including residence life, student conduct, campus ministry, student activities and new 

student programs at Fairfield University, Wellesley College, Simmons College and Stonehill 

College.  She has her BA in Psychology from Saint Michael’s College, her M.Ed. in higher 

education administration from the University of Vermont and her Ph.D. in higher education 

administration from Boston College.  Her research interest includes student spiritual 

development in the context of friendship groups. 

 

 

 

Thomas C. Chiles is the Professor and Chair of the Department of Biology at Boston College.  

He received his Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from the University of 
Florida, College of Medicine in ’87.  Following this he was a post-doctoral fellow in 
Immunobiology at Boston University School of Medicine from ’87 to ’92. Chiles joined the 
faculty at Boston College in ’92.  His research group currently focuses on understanding 
lymphocyte and immune responses as well as designing and fabricating novel nanoscale 
devices for diagnostic biomarker detection in human disease. 

 

 
 



 

 

Jeanne Colleran is Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at John Carroll University where 

she is also Professor of English. She has served as dean for one year. Her scholarly 

publications are in the areas of postcolonial and global literatures, and literature produced 

under conflict.  She has accompanied students to Ireland and South Africa as part of the JCU’s 

Peace-Building Summer Institute. Before becoming a faculty member, she worked with Rev. 

Joseph O. Schell, S.J. in Campus Ministry, where she directed several eight-day retreats and 

coordinated activities around justice issues. She is married and has two children. 

 

 

 

Brian Conniff has been the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of 

Scranton for a year. As the Dean he is involved in several initiatives promoting Ignatian 

identity through faculty development and curricular revision and expects the Ignatian 

Colleagues Program to be very helpful in this work. Previously, he was Dean of the College of 

Humanities and Behavioral Sciences at Radford University and Professor of English and Chair 

of the English Department at the University of Dayton. He teaches a variety of courses on 

modern poetry, religion and literature, and American prison writing. 

 

 
 

 

Patricia A. Day  has been the Vice President for Human Resources at the University of 

Scranton since August, 2008. Tricia is a labor and employment lawyer with more than twenty-

five years of experience in labor relations and human resources. She has held strategic 

leadership positions and played major roles in policy development and implementation. As 

Vice President for Human Resources, she serves as part of the President’s cabinet and is 

responsible for all aspects of human resources including compensations, benefits, employee 

relations, recruitment and retention, training and performance management. Prior to joining the 

University she served as a consultant on labor relations and employment issues and held Chief 

Labor Relations Officer positions at the transit authorities in Boston and Philadelphia and at 

the Massachusetts Port Authority. She earned an A.B. in Political Science from Boston 

College and her law degree from Suffolk University Law School.  

 

 

 

David Dodd is Vice President for Information Resources and CIO at Xavier University. In this 

position, he has comprehensive leadership responsibility for information technology, the 

university library, instructional technology, the registrar, institutional research, and strategic 

information resources. David has nearly 30 years of experience in business, research and 

development, and higher education. Recently David’s areas of professional concentration have 

included strategic planning, organizational transformation, leadership issues in higher 

education, and the strategic use of information resources and technology. At Xavier, his 

primary focus is on the development of a fully integrated information resources organization 

capable of supporting 21st century learners. He has been an active writer, presenter, and 

speaker at numerous conferences including EDUCAUSE and SCUP. He currently serves as a 

member of the Dell Platinum Advisory Council. Prior to joining Xavier in 2005, David held 

leadership positions in the University of North Carolina and University of South Carolina 

systems and in various private sector and corporate assignments. He holds a Master’s from the 

State University of New York in Binghamton and is completing a PhD in higher education 

administration at Ohio University focusing on the use of analytics in institutional effectiveness. 

 

 

 



 

 

Karen Donoghue  is currently the Assistant Dean and Director of Residence life at 
Fairfield University. She received her B.S. from Fairfield University and her M.A. from 
Rider University and has spent much of her professional career in Residence Life and 
Student Activities. Prior to her work at Fairfield University, she worked at Pennsylvania 
State University at University Park. Karen is RAD certified and teaches self-defense 
courses to university and community members. She enjoys running and gardening. 

 

 

 

Jack Dunn is the director of news & public affairs and university spokesman at Boston 

College.  In this role he is responsible for the dissemination of university news and 

information, as well as media relations and communications strategy.  A graduate of Boston 

College High School and Boston College, Dunn also holds a master’s degree in public 

relations from Boston University. He spent his junior year at Boston College studying at St. 

Louis University in Madrid.  He is fluent in Spanish.  The father of four children: Siobhan, 15, 

John Patrick, 13, Sinead, 9, and Brian, 4, Dunn and his wife Hazel live in Milton, 

Massachusetts.  

 

 

 

Azita Emami is the Dean of the College of Nursing at Seattle University. Dr. Emami has a 

wide range of experiences from research, teaching, organizational development and leadership 

within nursing and health-related areas. While at Karolinska Instituet in Stockholm, Sweden, 

she was Head of the Division of Nursing at the Dept. of Neurobiology, Care Sciences and 

Society, as well as Chair for the Division’s Research and Research Education Program, and 

Principal Investigator for Transcultural and Gerontological Care Research. Dr. Emami is 

keenly interested in addressing the quality of education and in developing programs, 

curriculum and organizational structures that integrate research, practice, theory and the 

community. Her areas of expertise are Transcultural Care and Gerontological Caring. 

 

 

 

Louise A. Finn has been the CIO & AVP of Technology Services at Loyola University 

Maryland for the last 4 years.  Her responsibilities include managing all university online 

administrative and academic systems and services including; labs, classrooms, mobile 

computing, telecommunications, infrastructure, help desk, collaboration and productivity tools, 

business intelligence, web presence, cyber security and digitization initiatives.  She received 

her B.S in Business Management as well as her MBA from John Hopkins University.  Her 

areas of interest include mission integration, strategic planning and project management. 

 

 



 

 

Beth Ford is a Campus Minister for Service and Social Justice Programs at Saint Joseph’s 
University. For the past five years, she has coordinated local service and social justice 
programs, campus ministry student leadership formation, and she has assisted with 
international immersion programs.  After graduating with a M.S. in Experimental 
Psychology at Saint Joseph’s University in’00, Beth served for two years with Jesuit 
Volunteers International in Tanzania, East Africa.  She was, as the Jesuit Volunteers say, 
“ruined for life,” and began to explore a call to ministry.  She graduated from Washington 
Theological Union with a M.A. in Pastoral Studies in ‘06 with a concentration in Mission 
and Cross-Cultural Studies. She was a Fund for Theological Education Fellow, and she has 
worked for the USCCB Subcommittee on Lay Ecclesial Ministry and the National 
Association for Lay Ministry. This past year she completed her first marathon with her 
high school student mentees from Students Run Philly Style and plans to complete part of 
a cross-country bike trip to raise awareness about poverty in the United States. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

William (Bill) Fortune is the retired President and Chairman of the Board of Goldenbanks of 

Colorado.  He currently is the managing partner for Fortune Enterprises LLP, a private 

investment company and serves as a board member of the Board of Trustees of Regis 

University. He was Chair of the Board of Trustee from 1996-1999, and he and his late wife 

Kathy co-chaired the successful $80 million Campaign for Regis University. Mr. Fortune 

received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from Regis College and a 

JD from the University of Denver. Fortune is a member of the Colorado and Denver Bar 

Associations and is a past president of the Catholic Lawyers Guild. He is a recipient of their 

Lifetime Achievement Award. He is a member of Alpha Sigma Nu and is a past board member 

of the Colorado Bankers Association, the Colorado Supreme Court Multi-Cultural 

commission, the Harmsen Museum of Western Art, the Red Rocks Community College 

Foundation and the past Chair of the Board of the St. Joseph Hospital Foundation. He with his 

late wife Kathy were founding members and co-chairs of the Board of the Seeds of Hope 

Charitable Trust created to support the inner city Catholic schools of Denver. He is a founding 

trustee and current Chair of the Board of Trustees of Arrupe Jesuit High School.  

 

 

 

William Geheren has been the Director of Sales at Loyola Press for the last two years.  He 

attended St. Mary’s University in Winona, Minnesota.  He began his career as a high school 

teacher at a Catholic school in Wisconsin. Later, he worked for St. Mary’s Press in Winona. 

After 15 years of working in the Human Capital field, he landed at Loyola Press.  In addition, 

he was recently voted as a member of the District 158 Board of Education in Huntley, where 

he currently resides.  William and his wife have four children – Michael (16), Thomas (7), 

Charlie (6) and Danny (4). The three youngest are adopted and have special needs.  

 

 
 

 

Bill Hathaway-Clark is the Associate Vice President of Enrollment Services at Regis 

University. He has responsibility over the offices of Academic Records & Registration, 

Financial Aid, Student Accounts, and Student Services. Bill has a B.A. in Biology, a M.A. in 

Education (College Student Personnel Work) University of Colorado at Boulder. He has over 

30 years of higher education in public and private universities including student housing, 

admissions, orientation, testing, TRIO programs, registrar, financial aid and student accounts.  

Enrollment management is his area of expertise. 

 



 

 

Laurie Hathman is the Director of the Greenlease Library Rockhurst University Kansas City, 

Missouri.  She has been a member of the library staff for over 25 years and has served as the 

Director since 2007.  She is responsible for administrating library services which support 

student and faculty research, as well as external constituencies of the university, to support the 

mission of the university.  She has a BA in History from Rockhurst College (now Rockhurst 

University) and a Masters of Library Science from the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor.  

She is a member of several professional library associations and serves on a variety of 

professional committees in addition to university committees.   

 

 

 

Jane Holahan is the director of the Academic Resource Center at Georgetown University 

where she works with students with disabilities to ensure equity and access to programs and 

facilities. Holahan also assist students who might require academic assistance by finding ways 

to support their development through services, such as tutoring and individual consultations.  

In addition to her work with Georgetown students, she participates in the Meyers Institute for 

College Preparation, a pre-college program aimed towards a select group of DC public school 

students who are on track to become first-generation college students. She will begin her 14
th

 

year at Georgetown in July and has been in the field of education for over 25 years.  

 

 

 

Yvette M. Holland has been an instructor at St. John’s College at the School of Liberal Arts in 

Belize City since 1992.  She teaches Literature and is the moderator of the junior college’s 

Literary Club.  She received her Associates degree in 1990 from SJC, SLA (then called St. 

John’s Sixth Form), a Bachelor’s degree in English from Le Moyne College in Syracuse, N.Y., 

and an M.A. in English from Boston College in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts.  

 

 

 
 

 

Tad Howard  is an Associate Dean in Georgetown College at Georgetown University.  He 

advises first and second year students, directs a new minor in Education, Inquiry, and Justice, 

and advises students in pre-health curricula, within the context of more general advising and 

curriculum work in the college.  He teaches a course on the history of higher education, with 

special focus on contemporary controversies in the humanities and the liberal arts.  These 

interests were sparked as an undergraduate at Duke University, where he majored in English, 

and sustained at the University of Chicago, where he received a Master of Arts in Humanities.  

Howard completed Tracks I and II of the AJCU Leadership Seminar, and has spent his 11 

years at Georgetown exploring more and more deeply the Jesuit approach to higher education, 

justice, and faith. 

 

 



 

 

Eleanor Howell is Dean of the Creighton University School of Nursing, and is responsible for 

graduate and undergraduate nursing programs. She received her BSN from the Medical 

College of Georgia, the MSN in cardiovascular nursing from the University of Alabama at 

Birmingham (UAB), and Ph.D. in administration – health services from the School of Business 

and School of Health Related Professions at UAB. Her teaching career began at UAB where 

she coordinated a graduate program in nursing administration, and taught in a geriatric 

education center, a trauma clinical specialist program, and in an interdisciplinary injury control 

research center. Prior to joining Creighton, Howell was on faculty at Auburn University in 

Alabama. Her interests include international health care and she has participated in curricula 

reform in China, education seminars in the United Kingdom, and management training 

workshops in the Republics of Armenia and Georgia. 

 

 

 

Dr. Victoria Jones is the Associate Provost for Global Engagement at Seattle University. For 

the past ten years she has been building dynamic international programs for growing 

universities. Before moving to Seattle, Dr. Jones was the Associate Professor of Marketing and 

Associate Dean for International Relations at the College of Business, University of Texas at 

San Antonio; Associate Dean for International Relations in Brazil at the Escola de 

Administração de Empresas de São Paulo da Fundação Getulio Vargas. She holds a Ph.D. 

from Cornell University, an M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania Annenberg School, and 

a B.A. from the University of Southern California. She teaches and researches in the areas of 

international marketing and international management. Dr. Jones was born in California and 

raised in Hawaii. Besides her academic career, she has worked in the arts, public relations and 

journalism. And she was, for a short time, a radio disk jockey. 

 

 

 

 

Vicki Keough is the Dean and Professor for the Marcella Niehoff School of Nursing at Loyola 

University Chicago. As the Dean, she has the responsibility to make sure this school maintains 

high standards for education and practice in nursing and the allied health programs.  She is 

responsible for moving the strategic plan and vision for the School of Nursing forward.  

Keough is responsible for balancing the budget. She received her diploma in nursing from 

Augustana Hospital School of Nursing, Chicago, followed by a BSN from St. Xavier 

University, Chicago and a MSN and PhD from Loyola University, Chicago. Her professional 

practice, scholarship, and research activities are focused on the area of Emergency and Trauma 

Care.  She is a  Nurse Practitioner and continues to practice 4 hours a week in an ED.   

 

 

 

Danielle LaMarre is currently the Director of Student Success and Retention at Canisius 

College. She has worked professionally in the field of higher education for the past seven year 

in the areas of disability services, athletics, and Higher Education Opportunity Program. 

Danielle received her bachelor’s degree from SUNY Cortland in 2002 and a master’s degree in 

College Student Personnel and Administration from Canisius College in 2004. 

 

 
 



 

 

Thomas M. Landy, a sociologist with a specialization in religion and Catholicism, is director 

of the Center for Religion, Ethics and Culture at the College of the Holy Cross, where he 

organizes lectures, conferences, and other programming to explore basic human questions of 

meaning, morality and mutual obligation. He is also founder and director of Collegium, a 

faculty fellows program sponsored by The Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities. 

Each summer, Landy leads an Ignatian Pilgrimage through Spain and Italy for faculty at Holy 

Cross and other Jesuit colleges and universities. Landy holds a Ph.D. in sociology from Boston 

University, a M.Div. from Weston School of Theology, and an M.A. in international relations 

from the University of Chicago and a B.A. in history from Fairfield University. He was the 

2009 recipient of the John Henry Newman Medal from Loyola University Maryland. 

 

 

 

Richard F. Mausser was appointed Vice President for Finance of John Carroll University in 

February 2009 and is responsible for the university’s finance, budget and treasury functions. 

Since joining JCU in 1995 he has served as controller, executive director of finance and 

associate vice president for finance.  Rich previously held various finance positions at 

Leaseway Transportation Corp. and was an auditor with Deloitte & Touche LLP.  He earned 

his B.S. in Accounting from Case Western Reserve University, his MBA from John Carroll 

University and is a Certified Public Accountant.  Rich resides in Sagamore Hills, Ohio with his 

wife Jane and their four children, Erica, Michael, Brian and Rachel.  When not at work, Rich 

enjoys cycling, hiking, reading and crossword puzzles. 

 

 

 

Dr. L. Christopher Miller is the Vice President for Student Affairs at Marquette University.  

He oversees the Division’s Rec. Center, Counseling Services, Student Development, Student 

Health Service and Residence Life.   Prior to joining Marquette University, Dr. Miller served 

as Assistant Dean for Student Community Development and Assistant Dean for 

Administration at Arizona State University. He also held positions at South Dakota State 

University as Associate Dean of Student Affairs and Associate Vice Chancellor and Vice 

Chancellor for Student Affairs, and Administrative Service at the University of Illinois at 

Springfield. Dr. Miller is actively involved in the National Association of Student Personnel 

Administrators, American College Personnel Association, and the Academy of Criminal 

Justice Sciences. Dr. Miller has taught extensively in the area of social justice and his research 

includes normative and analytic jurisprudence.  

 

 

 
 

 

Larry Miners is the Director of the Center for Academic Excellence (CAE) and Professor of 

Economics at Fairfield University.  The CAE was started in 2003 and provides pedagogical 

support for Fairfield’s faculty.  Prior to his involvement with the CAE, Larry served for two 

years (1994-1996) as the Associate Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences.  Larry’s research 

interests began in the area of health economics but have now moved into the areas of economic 

pedagogy and economic development in Haiti.  Larry received his PhD in economics from the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  His first job was at SUNY Stony Brook and he 

joined Fairfield’s faculty in 1981. 

 

 

http://www.collegium.org/


 

 

Andrea Niemi serves as the Director of Student Leadership & Development at Loyola 

Marymount University in Los Angeles.  Over her 16 year career in higher education she has 

worked with leadership development, orientation, student work and volunteer service 

programs, student organizations, Greek life and student government.  In addition to her role in 

Student Affairs, Andrea is an instructor for the School of Education teaching various 

leadership courses focusing on the social change model of leadership development.  Andrea 

has her BA from California State University, Northridge and her Masters of Education from 

Oregon State University. Andrea’s passion in leadership work is supporting students as they 

discover their gifts and connect them to the community needs.   

 

 

 

Christine Ohl-Gigliotti is the Dean of Student Development at Wheeling Jesuit University 

(WV). Christine began this position in 2008, just two weeks after completing her Ph.D. 

program (Higher Education) from Syracuse University (NY).  She’s been blessed with a 17 

year career in higher education that began immediately after her graduation from Lycoming 

College in 1994.  She’s worked at Miami University (OH), the College of Saint Benedict 

(MN), Syracuse University (NY), Chatham University (PA) and Carlow University (PA). 

Christine currently resides in Washington, PA (just a few miles from the West Virginia border) 

with her husband of 7 years. Outside of work, Christine enjoys her house/backyard, weekend 

omelet making, reading, exercise and travel.  Her favorite travel destinations can be found in 

the southwestern mountains and deserts and any place aboard a luxury cruise ship. 

 

 

 

Christine M. Pacini, PhD, RN serves as the Dean of the College of Health Professions and 

the McAuley School of Nursing at the University of Detroit Mercy.  Prior to that, she served as 

the Clinical Director of Professional Development, Research and Innovation for Nursing at the 

University of Pennsylvania Health System in Philadelphia.  She has worked in a similar 

capacity at the University of Michigan Health System, at Indiana University Health System 

and at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit.  Dr. Pacini received her PhD in Nursing and 

Neuroscience from the University of Michigan; her MSN from Wayne State University in 

Detroit; and her BSN from Mercy College of Detroit.  Prior to becoming a nurse, Dr. Pacini 

was a certified secondary teacher in history and political science.  Dr. Pacini has consulted and 

presented in the area of educational redesign, clinical advancement and shared governance.  

Her recent publications address the utilization and application of conceptual models, most 

notable the Synergy Model, as frameworks for professional development, leadership 

development, educational redesign and clinical transformation. 

 

 

 

Michael J. Pardales is the Dean of the School of Education and Human services as Canisius 

College of Buffalo, NY. As Dean of the School of Education and Human Services he is 

responsible for the students, faculty and staff in the school. Much of what drew Pardales to 

Canisius was the mission of the College and its commitment to Jesuit Values.  He is a native of 

Michigan and came to Canisius from his previous position at the University of Michigan – 

Flint, where he was the Chairperson of the Education Department. Pardales retains a Ph. D. in 

Educational Psychology from Michigan State University and also has three degrees in 

Philosophy. 

 

 



 

 

Jacqueline Dansler Peterson is the Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students 

at the College of the Holy Cross.  She defines success by the new paths created and the number 

of doors opened as she guides students through their own personal and professional journeys.  

She began her career as an educator in elementary and secondary education, and later in higher 

education, teaching and advising adult learners at 2 and 4 year institutions, Jacqueline 

understands the importance of providing a solid educational foundation for student success.   

Moving on to provide strong learning support programs for engineering and science students at 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy New York, after which she served as Vice President 

for Student Affairs at Pitzer College in Claremont, CA, Jackie has directing students to paths 

where they can capitalize on their strengths and become leaders in their own rights. Her 

educational philosophy is exemplified over a 13-year career at the College of the Holy Cross.  

Jacqueline has developed a strong, forward-thinking organization whose mission is to provide 

the highest quality student development experiences, creating an environment that encourages 

students to live the Jesuit mission of “men and women for others” on a daily basis.  

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Rothchild is the Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies in the 

Theological Studies Department at Loyola Marymount University. He received his BA degree 

from Georgetown University (1996) and his MA and PhD degrees in Theology from the 

University of Chicago (1999; 2004). He oversees the MA in Theology and MA in Pastoral 

Theology programs, and he chairs the University’s Frank Sullivan Social Justice Committee. A 

theological ethicist, Jonathan co-edited Doing Justice to Mercy, and his work has recently 

appeared in the Journal of Law and Religion, Journal of Religious Ethics, and Journal of the 

Society of Christian Ethics. 

 

 

 

Terrance M. Sawyer currently serves as the Vice President for Administration, 

Government/Community Relations and Trustee Affairs at Loyola University Maryland.  Terry 

has been at Loyola since 1998 and has worked extensively in creating and maintaining positive 

relationships with Loyola’s neighboring communities and government officials.  Terry also 

oversees the Departments of Human Resources, Public Safety, Environmental Health and 

Safety and Parking and Transportation.  Terry is also the University’s liaison to the Board of 

Trustees and additionally serves as Loyola’s Resident Agent.  Terry also serves as an affiliate 

professor in Loyola’s Sellinger School of Business and Management.  Terry was born and 

lived in Wayne, NJ until he left to attend the University of Maryland at College Park where he 

earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 1991.  He then went to Widener University School of Law 

where he earned the degree Juris Doctorate in 1995.  In the summer of 2006, Terry completed 

the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s Institute for Educational Management program in 

Boston. 

 

 

 

Mrs. Barbara S. Schubert taught high school English and speech in Cleveland area schools 

before becoming general manager of the Ohio Ballet in 1987. She was later appointed 

associate director of the Ohio Ballet and retired from that position in 1999. She is a graduate of 

John Carroll University, earning an undergraduate degree at the University in 1962 and two 

master’s degrees, in 1967 and 1980. She currently serves on the boards of Stratford Festival of 

America and the Ignatian Volunteer Corps. 

 

 



 

 

Janet Sisler is the Director of the Gannon Center for Women and Leadership at Loyola 

University Chicago is committed to transforming personal lives and global systems through 

education in Catholic environments.  In her thirty years in the educational and social service 

fields, she has contributed as a leader in schools, the Archdiocese of Chicago, the Midwest and 

throughout the country. Janet has been influential in shaping educational systems and 

developing public support for ministries on behalf of the poor and disenfranchised.  She has a 

BA and MA from Mundelein College and a MEd from the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

 

 

 

Katy Snyder is the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs for the College of Engineering and 

Science at the University of Detroit Mercy. Her Ph.D. is in Mathematics Education at Wayne 

State University and her M.S. degree is in Computer Science from the University of Detroit. 

She is interested in the appropriate and effective use of technology in education.  She taught 

high school for 6 years before coming to UDM.  She joined the University of Detroit Mercy in 

1994. 

 

 

 

Karl Stukenberg is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of Psychology at 

Xavier University.  He received his BA in liberal arts from St. John’s College in Santa Fe (and 

Annapolis).  After earning his Master’s and Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from The Ohio State 

University, which included a clinical internship at Baylor College of Medicine, he did three 

years of clinical post-doctoral training at the Menninger Clinic.  While a faculty member, he 

completed training to become a psychoanalyst at the Cincinnati Psychoanalytic Institute.  He 

currently practices psychoanalysis in addition to his teaching, service and research in the area 

of psychotherapy process and outcome. 

 

 

 

Stephen Ujlaki is the Dean of the Loyola Marymount University School of Film and 

Television and is also the producer of 30 feature films, made-for-television movies and 

documentaries.  Ujlaki was previously chair of the Cinema Department at San Francisco State 

University. In his eight years at SFSU, Ujlaki strengthened his department’s ties to the film 

industry with a series of innovative programs.  Ujlaki has had a long career in Hollywood, 

producing feature films and HBO movies. From 1988-91, he was the head of European Feature 

and Television Production for Michael Douglas’ production company Stone Group France. 

Prior to that, Ujlaki worked as vice president of development and production for HBO 

Pictures. He earned his bachelor of arts from Harvard University and a master of fine arts in 

directing from the Institut des Hautes Etudes Cinematographiques in Paris. 

 

 



 

 

 

Mark J. Waner was the first director of the JCU Center for Faculty Development at John 

Carroll University. He is also the Project Director for the Woodrow Wilson Ohio Teaching 

Fellowship and Associate Professor of Chemistry. He received his B.S. Chemistry from John 

Carroll University and his M.S. & Ph.D. Physical Chemistry from Michigan State University. 

His research interests are mainly in biophysical chemistry of protein-ligand interactions and 

accompanying structural changes.  In addition to publications in that area he has publications 

in chemistry education.  Waner is also active in k-12 science education, which began with 

outreach activities for children then to teacher professional development and now pre-service 

teacher education. Mark also taught for a year at Spring Hill College.  

 

 

 

Janice Welburn has served as Dean of the Raynor Memorial Library at Marquette University 

since 2006.  Before coming to Marquette, she served as Associate Dean of the University of 

Arizona Libraries from 2003 – 2006.  Welburn began her career as an academic librarian in 

1978 and has held positions in the libraries of public and private universities, including the 

University of Iowa from 1990 – 2003.  A graduate of Bishop College in Texas, she has 

completed Master’s degrees in history and library and information science.  According to 

Welburn, her life has been shaped by two things: an integrative approach to her professional, 

educational, social, and spiritual life and a determination to bring people together on common 

ground. 

                                                        

 

 

Tanya Winegard, is  Creighton University’s Associate Vice President for Student Life. She 
provides oversight and leadership to the student conduct process, victim advocacy, 
women and gender programs, alcohol education, peer to peer learning, violence 
prevention, and campus recreation including intramural sports and wellness 
programming. Winegard also serves as the chair of the university crisis planning 
committee and the divisional strategic planning effort. She is the administrator for 
student psychological and mental health emergencies. Winegard is a graduate of the 
University of Iowa with a B.A. in Political Science and Psychology and an M.A. in Student 
Development in Postsecondary Education and earned a doctoral degree from the 
University of Nebraska in Higher Education Administration. 

 

 

 

Dr. Aleksandar Zecevic received his B.S. degree in electrical engineering from the University 

of Belgrade, Serbia, in 1984 and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from Santa Clara University in 1990 

and 1993, respectively. He is now a Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering at 

Santa Clara University, and is also the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies. His technical 

research interests include graph theoretic decomposition algorithms, electric power systems, 

Boolean networks and the control of complex dynamic systems. He has published more than 

40 papers in the top journals in these fields, and his most important results are summarized in 

his recent book: Control of Complex Systems: Structural Constraints and Uncertainty 

(published by Springer in 2010). Over the past 15 years, Dr. Zecevic has also done a 

considerable amount of work in the area of science and religion. In 2005, he developed a new 

course entitled: Chaos Theory, Metamathematics and the Limits of Knowledge: A Scientific 

Perspective on Religion. This course is unique in the sense that it counts both as a technical 

elective for engineering students, and satisfies the third religious studies requirement in the 

Core Curriculum. Dr. Zecevic has recently completed a new book on this topic, which is 

currently in the process of publication.  

 

 

 


